430      ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
the Arabs hold a quaint celebration over the ruins of Hippo.
Yet in the world of thought and letters Augustine has left an enduring memorial of his great powers. With the advance of our knowledge of the vast theatre in which human life is
O
enacted, and with the increasing penetration of humane feeling and ethical control into religious thought, even Catholic theology is departing more and more from Augustine's conception of the Gospel message. It may be that his distinctive opinions will eventually be abandoned by all but the historian or the pathologist of ideas. But, whatever judgment they pass on the convictions that inspired his actions and the results that followed them, men will not refuse their admiration to one who devoted his great ability so strenuously to the unselfish prosecution of a high ideal in a world of deep corruption. And the writer who can captivate a Calvin and a Boccaccio, a Newman and a Byron, has an immortality assured, whatever creeds or anti-creeds prevail.ng to bequeathe, but he directed that his books and writings should be retained by his church.
